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GOLD RUSH /f Daveo and Lisa Baker
Meadaw Vista, Califomia /F 1950 Marcury
Custom

ilizlong car hobbyst Dave Baker has

built an amay of hot rds ovar the

years, but it's this 1950 Mercury cus-
fom thal has become his crowning achre-
ment. Oddly enaugh, this Merc aimast did-
't happen. Dave actually set cut to buid a
1532 Ford. Ever heard of the saydng,
‘Happy wile, happy ife"? Well, Dave has. |t
seems that b wite, L, gt wasn't fesling
the Hile deuce coupe thing, so the decision
was made 1o swilch o a lead sled instead.
Funirry how things happen.

The car itself was found in Soulh Dakota
and was bought sight unseen after ha had
spoken with tha saller, wha had fielded
sorme 25 calls i just the first day. Dave sent
a cashier’s chack the next moming, and the
car shanved up wiehks later, looking pretly
rough but all there. Believe if or nod, the
Bakers were erginally toying with the notion

af buikiing a nice driver bul soon found
themsehes the cwners of one of the finost
examples (hal the kead-shed scene has to
affer. Let's take a closer look. .

Having been exposed 1o the car shylings
of bedh Ed Roth and George Bamis, Dave
wanted his Meic to have 'B0s design sensi-
bifty bul up-io-date performance. Today, its
exderior has bean chopped, lengihened,
pancaked and hard-topped by Ben Yok of
Roseille Rod & Custom...and that's just the
biy stuff! Furthermeee, the Merc features a
frick bullat geill crafted from copper and pol-
shed stanless steel, And that beautiful
color-it's caled Goldmine Pearl-was sprayed
by Jason Haskin's Hot Rod Shop and pin-
stiped by Jim Moser.

Hg incredibie body site atop an equally
impressive custom-built, square-tubing chas-
5is, which redefines. the femm "slammad.®
Feahsing a Heidt's IFS satup in the front
and a TCY {our-bar out back, the Merc has
an air-ride systern that aliows heaght adjust-
menls fo be made at the louch of a bubion.
Also sirapped to the chassis at each cormar
are four-pisten Wikweod calpers, which
come in handy when you consider that this
Merc sports a GM Perdormance: 502 big
block mated with a T00 R-4 overdime diile-
matic. They botled on a sef of Sandersen
ceramic-coated headers, Stainless
Specialtes buliel mutfiers and fve-spoke
American Racing wheels wiapped in
BFGoodnich rubber, and thedr cusbom-filt
chassis was complate.

Inside, things have changed a5 well,
thanks to Barry Ward Auto Inferiors, Take
the dash for instance; it has been moved
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back six inches to accommodate the 502
engine and Vintage Air AYC ardd now fea-
fures a Laura Parker flying-eyebal scuipture
frenched info the center. Dakota Digial
gauges ie used in the factory gauge paned,
while an |didi bl steering column s topped
by & chromed, 17-inch sprint-car steering
wieal covered in leather fo match the Gida
Engneering seal, stitched in black Benz
ullra-leather upholsbony,

There's wary mare to this lead sled than
words or pictures can describe, Be sure fo
check it out for yourself naxt time fhe
Bakers are out crutsing Roseslle in their
mighty Mere, aptly named Gold Rush.

DO THE BIGHT THING /Tim D'Ambrosio #f
Roseville, Calfomial 1929 Ford Tudor Sedan

Rosidlle community for the past 25

years, As the founder of several suc-
cessful Reseville businesses, Tim acoredits
his accompishments {o his urwavering
bebed in doing things right, no matter what
the cost...and his 1920 Ford is no excep-
ton

Having baen bilten by the automobiie

bug at an early age, Tim admes wholehearts
edly that he &= whal many consider a "car
mut." So it should not come &s too much of
& suprise that, thioughout the years,
D'Ambrosio has cwned his fair share of
Ferraris, Lambarghinis, Maseratis, Porches,
Shelbys, Panteras and several ather spe-
clal-inlerest automobiles, incheding some 12

T im D'Ambeosio has been a pillar of the

Where to Get It Done
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Rols-Royces! Bud it wasn't uniil 1995 that
his Eabest automiotive
addiction camea 1o life.

The most modified addtion fo Tem's car
caliection s this amazing Ford Tudor Sedan,
The extenor of the car feahses over 40
magar body modifications, some of which
include & chogped and filed top, flush doors
and the mast notable moddicaton: a 1932
il shell and hood with molded BMMW
scoops. But it doesn't stop there, Just take
a lock al the rear of Tim's radical ride,
which has a cusiom rear pan hausing a set
of 2000 Cenatie tailights! And if you're
wondaring, the color used on the bady is
Jaguar Flamenco Red Mica,

Continuing inside, the custorn steed work
doesn't end, Take a look at the dash,

adesigned by the owner himsell, 11's bualt
from steel and features custom digital
gauges bo keep track of all the magd wkals,
For seating comiort, surfaces have been
stifched using supple, beige leather fnizhed
i burgundy piging-nioe touch! Making the
Ford just a lithe more modem is a set of
penwey windows, a Bt steering wheed, sir-




LIFE BEHIND THE WHEEL // Jem and Pegay
Dy /f Lopmes, Californéa /1957 Buick
Caballere Extale Whigon

im and Peggy Day are no strangers to
the wonderful world of classic cars.

"Besing car crazy oocurs at birh,” says
Day. Ha adds, “You either hawe i o not.” Jim
goes on o tell chidhood stores of his father
quizzng him oni the cars that passed by,
Presently, the Day family owns three col-
ecior cars: a 1967 Buick Riviera owned for
the past 35 years; a 1972 Buick Riviera G5
gened for 13 years; and, cwned just eight
years, a 1957 Buick Caballero Estabe
Wagon, which you see hera today.
| dim enjoys e behind the wheel, Asa
| testament to his car-crazy mentality, Day is
| planring is a leisurely cruse of Route 66
| sometime in 2006, To maka this joumney a
[ ealily, Jim has been busy prepating his laf-
esi Buick for cross-country duty.
Found under the hood |5 a 1966 Buick

G5 motor. Nob pest any mobor-this s a
A425-cubic-inch, 3G0-horsepower power
plasl featurng 10:1 compression, ported
and poiished heads, a sireel-competition
camshaft, Edelbrock carbusetor, HEI igni-
thon and fwo-and-a-half-inch exhaust com-
plete with 30-inch glass pack mutfers fos
that nostalgic sound, A Buick TH4D0 auto-
matic {ransmission with a B&M shift kit and
2,500 stak-spead comverter transiers the
power from the engne o the rear end.

‘While the engine and transmission were
being buitt, suspension modifications were
rmaicde fo the chassis, Improvements intlude
madem components and brakes, which
hawve four-wheel discs, For improved han-
dling, oversized front and rear sway bars
have been added as well, For a touch of
class, and in an attempt to keep the car
looking stock, a set of 15-inch Kelsey
Hays wire wheeis were inslalled along with
whitteswall tines.

A ook al the culside of this Buick

reveals most of the classae lines that made
the late 'S0s so cool, Aside from its color,
the Days have kept their dlassic..well, clas-
sic! Painted using avadable Buick colors, this
Carlshad Black and Seminol Red exterior
screams 1957, Only menoe changes can be
foumd on the bumpsars, which are now miss-
ing their bumpereties, making the car
appear lower, wider and cleanes, The gril bar
wias also omithed for the same visual
enprovement. Lasl io see nestombion wark
was the Interice, Coming from the faclody in
black and white, the intesior was switched fo
a red-and-black theme le malch the Days'
new exterior hues.

Row that it's completed, Jim and Peggy
ane ifching o hit the haghway in their yester-
year sport wagon. A very special thanks o
Dr. W.H. Burwell, the 'original owner; Mike
and Ron from San Jeaquin Chiome; Tory
from Premier Auto Upholsiery; Tom the
Painter of Rosevile; and the Days’ Buick
buddy, BLE,
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condticning &nd a retractable VT
AMFNYCD headunit that hides in the dash
when nol calied upon for use,

Mot imgressed yei? Teke a ook under
the hood, which new houses a Weiand
Blown, small-block Chevy: Other nofabie
addilions to the engine nchade an Edelbrack
T80 c.f.m. carburetor, Comp Cams
camshalft and MSD ignitien, Allached 1o the
engina & a Chevy Turbo 350 sulomatic
fransmission featuing a BAM shiff k. Toss
in an independent front suspensaon, power-
s brakes and a sof of TO wheals, and
this hot rod is complete.

Tim would fke bo thank Ben York from
Roseille Rod & Cuslom for most of the
cusiom meladwork and Bll Mercier of Bil's
Sireet Rods for almost everything eise-and
for letting Tim work alongside him to do a
lot of it! Thanks also to Bary Ward ot
Ward's Aulo Intesiors for the gorgeous inbe-
rior work, Kidwells Giass for the: fing job on
all of the auto glass, and Mie Hamp of
Lincoln for the unbelievable paint job, Grex
wWork, Tim!

ALL GROWN UP /fS5meve and (Gig Amay
HResoille, Califomia /1931 Ford Modael A

fber marriage, children and a career,
AEte'-'e Arnery, with support from hig

wile, Gig, decided it was high tme
fo rewisit hes hot rod high school days. Soon
after retirement, Steve embarked on a si-
year transformation project that, once oo~
phete, would place: him behind the wheel of
ane af Rosavlla's most mastedul Modd A
pckups.

Let’s lake a closer look at Steve's hot
red. First of all, Amey ditched the ofginal — nine-inch Ford rear end,
Tlathead engine for a mose modemn power Steve decded to go with something old
plant, In its place lies a 350-horsepawer, and somathing new when if came ba he
395-cubic-inch small-block Chewy featur-  suspension components used. Utilizing both
ing Trick Flow G-2 aleminum heads cld-school and neve-school componernls,
equipped with roller rockers, Weiand intake  Siove's Model A =its dioser o the ground in
manifold, Edefbrock B00 c.fm. Performer  the front, thanks fo a Pele & Jake's four-
carburetor and Sanderson headess. inch drop-front axle along with a Posie
Transtening the newfound ponies to fhe "Super Skde* front-spring setup complets
pavernent is a performance-buill GM Turbo  with pantiard bar: The rear rides smoathly
400 automatic transmission altached 1o and hooks up nicsly, Thanks to a tangulated
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fiour-baar selup suspended by a set of
adjustable Alden coll-over shocks, Stopping
dubies ane performed by a set of Magnum
front-disc brakes coupled with Feed near
drums, Finishing off the chassis is a sal of
Bilet Speciaities Vintech fims shod in
BFGoodrich rubber.

With the chassis raling and the engne
ey 10 iEnble, Steve's attention shidied fo

the body. Gone: ane the dated body-paned rie-

ets af the §530s. Also gone is fhe fuel-fank
cap that once caled the cowing home.
Olher areas of improverment include filed
and smoothed body-belf Ines, bood apren
and bed caps, For a more modem look, a
roil pan was instafled with a thind brake light
and a irick, retractable license plate,

Inside the cabin of this nostalgia ride,
you'll find the basics: steering whesd, seat
and shiffer. Mo creature comborts here. Just
good okd hot rod looks featuring a Ghda seat
combined with & set of vintage gauges. Mo
furess edther; the sound of the small-block
Chewy singing and the: tims spinning is all
that Steve needs 1o keap him hapey!

Completed thanks in part %o the folks at
Rosevile Rod & Custom and Hasken's Hat

Rod Custern Paint, Steve's class cruiser
harks back {0 a smpler bme...a time when
teen angst was displayed from siopight to
stoplight. The same helds tee today, even if
Stewe & all grown up!

RETRO RACER /) Dand and Nancy Hood
Granite Bay, Califomin // 1966 Ford Mustang
Fastback

rem an eatly age, Dadd Hood showed

an amanng indenest in auvlomobies,

Some say if was the time spent with
his father bullding plastic madel cars as &
child that sparkied his inferest in wienching
on hol mods, One fhing & for certain: His
father ahvays supported his aviomatee
nierests and, lo this day, is 58l invohed in
bt son's fantastic four-wheslied endeavors,
including this amazng 1966 Mustang
Fastback.

Bought back in 1586, the then-20-year-
cld Mustang had certainly seen better days.
it was appasent early on that this pony car
had been driven hard...even raced for a
stint! But (hat didn't bather Dave. He knew
deep down inside what he wanted to build,
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and with assistance from his father, this
refro racer fook on a new life,

The: car seen before you has been com-
petely refuibished, That means that every
roud, bolt and screw was removed, recondi-
tioned and/or replaced, Mothing has been
left untouched, including the body, which
wizs stripped down lo hame metal prior 1o
Being moonsbructed inlo what you see
foday. Added 1o the finely massaged mxder-
& 15 a Shelby hood and dack lid with a set
of American Racng CP 200 wheets shod in
Goodyear nubber for that retro perfarmance
look,

Litt the hood, and you'll find gone its
origral 289-culse-inch power plant. In its
place now Bes a 5.0-Wer Ford W8 borroved
from a State Trooper Mustang. Originaly a
four-spead car, this dassic Mustang now
features a fully moddicd C4 automatic and
a Ford nine-inch rear end with 3.55-1a-1
geas fit for the sireet or the track, To bring
thar Fastback to a stop quickly, Dave has
also added power-dise brakes in the front,
while {he rear retans is fectory drums,

On the inside, Diave went to fown as
well, with an updaled version of Ford's
tried-and-tnee Pony inlericr, Added are late-
model Mustang power seals, When asked
about the ear audio equipment installed,
Dave responded, "Mothing fancy. As long as
the oidies station comes in clear, I'm
happyl*

We asked Dave whal was nest. His
answer, which is common among hat rod
hoblyists, was simple: "Hol rods ame addic-
five, A5 soon as you finksh one, you're
ready 1o 54 anothes,” So having tearmed
up with his father on this 1966 Mustang
Fasthack tuild, Dave is now looking fonsard
to spinning wrenches on b nexd preject, a
1937 Ford fve-window coupe, with his owm
zen Stevan, who is ninel

50 1 WANTED A MOPAR /f Dominic Mario Greco
I Recilin, California ' 1884 Ponfias GTO

| & you get when you cross a

W::enag& Dukes of Harrard junkie
wilh a pocked full of cash? Mol

much if you grew up in Tahoe and the only
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General Lee bok-akke avatable was held
together with bondo and nest. Such was the
caze for Dominic Maro Greco, who naw
calls Rockin his hometoem,

That's the best thing about custom cars:
Thie ewners: always have soms soet of
strange: slory sumgunding their vehicle's con-
ceplion. You see, Dominic wanled a Maopar,
but he ended up owning a Pontiac due fo
marked circumistance and avaiabdity. Sounds
ke a lesson in economics, nght? Let's see:
Mopar plus rust equals Pontiac GTO,
Mathematically it adds up, right? Sure it
does when you consider that rusi is the
audomoblie’s worst entry. Aside from thal,
the GTO reminded young Dominig of tha
Batrrobile, which & nice.

But that was then and ths i now. At
present, Dominic could afford a Mopar if he
rzaly wanled ona, buf the story. goas like
this: Greco ended up faling in love with his
first Pontiac and since then has nevar lookied
back! Today, his fondness for “goats” has
filied his garage, as he now owns a 1564,
1968 and 1973, nat to mention a 1966
Ford Mustang driven by his wife,

The car featured here is his beloved
1964 Ponliac GTO, You'll find 2 Diryer 671
blowm, 455-cubic-inch big block fing
beneath its hood. Heldping the big block
breathe batter is a custom echaust feabuing
electic fumouls installed by Amencan
Mufiler & Buake, Now, we're falking serous
horsepower here, 50 b0 fransfer those ponies
b the pevement, a Turbo 400 transmission
was sourced and tearmed with a budl Pontiac
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near end,
A ook Inside reveals custom stitchwork

on the seals with makching carpel takd by
Bob's Custom Aulo & Boat Upholstery.
Adkding to the interior i & DVD-based
audiovides systemn crafied by Chiis
LaCaoss. Chris is also rasponsibie for the
migority of the maintenance work performed
an s Pontiac, bn facl, Dominic cradits
Chais with beng "the best Pontiac mechanic
in all of Mortherm California® Can'f Fault a
quy for sucking up fo his mechanic|

Owming a custom classic lke this
Ponlige GTO has ils bensfils, foo. It ain't
the General Lee, bul let's face it, wha real-
by wants te climb through the window of a
Mopar anyway? Well, maybe Dominic
does, but thals a slory best saved for
ancther time. All in af, Greco enjoys the
feen-angst memories that his GTO pro-
vides every fime he furns on the ignition
swilch, Besides, Bo and Luke Duke wene
a couple of marsa's boys!



